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We had the opportunity to host the Costa-Rican Bible student, Esaú, at our home during Christmas Break. We celebrated 

Christ’s birth worshiping the Lord in His house and then shared a Christmas Eve dinner with Lizzy’s parents, Esaú, and a 

few other people who have no families to celebrate with as well. Then, as is the custom, we all go to my in-laws’ home 

for an open house where we fellowship with church members and eat cookies and leftovers. Each year, to welcome the 

new year, my father-in-law holds a New Year’s Eve service, followed by a delicious pozole dinner, and ends the year with 

the members gathering in a big circle inside the church to pray until the clock strikes 12:00. Then we all wish each other 

a Happy New Year with el abrazo, or the hug, a very Mexican tradition.   

 

December  

Ivan got to spend the last couple of weeks of his online class in 

person with the students at IPES Bible college up until the close of 

the semester. Soon afterwards, the posadas began. Posadas are a 

tradition that has developed into what would be more like yearly 

December get-togethers. Basically, they are a good excuse for 

people to spend time with members of the church family in their 

homes throughout the month of December. There’s always food 

involved, such as pozole, corn on the cob, tamales, or sweet 

bread, and sometimes accompanied with hot chocolate, ponche 

(punch), or champurro (Mexican hot chocolate). We cherish the 

moments we get to fellowship with our church family, and it’s a 

good winding-down time after a busy year. We held a posada to 

close the Round Rock Bible club for the weeks of Christmas and 

New Year festivities, and we held a posada to celebrate Christ’s 

birth with our Young Adults’ group. We praise the Lord for a good 

turnout on both occasions and for the opportunity we got to 

present the gospel to a few visitors that showed up to both 

activities. 

Round Rock Bible Club Posada 

Young Adults’ Posada 

Christmas Eve with family Welcoming the new year in prayer Esaú 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

January 

There’s definitely been some trying times concerning friends and 

family’s health lately. Thank you for your prayers for Enoc, the young 

man who was hit by a car in November. He is slowly recovering, thank 

the Lord, and we continue to ask for his full recovery. Lizzy organized 

the January ladies’ meeting and had Diana, Enoc’s wife, come and share 

her testimony. All the ladies praised God together as we heard of how 

He sustained her with His Word and gave her His abundant grace for 

such a trial, as well as the healing He provided for Enoc. 

 On January 15 we received some hard news—Ibérica, a lady from our 

church who lived with the Cochran family for many years when Lizzy 

was a child, was admitted to the hospital with serious symptoms. It 

didn’t look like she was going to make it out, but God has continued to 

show His omnipotence; and, after a major surgery and many days in 

the hospital, just today the doctors told her she could go home. It was a 

trying time for everyone involved, but we praise God for the 

opportunity He gave us to see His power, as well as brotherly affection, 

on display from our church members. We appreciate your prayers for 

her as well as other members of our church who are seriously ill.  

We got off to a bumpy but good start of spring semester 2024 at the 

Bible college. Ivan is teaching three classes, as well as one online 

Biblical Counseling course at IBCS in Phoenix, AZ, and Lizzy is teaching 

Counseling Women to 4th-year students, as well as teaching a few piano 

lessons.  

We continue to appreciate your prayers for our Young Adults’ group at 

Emanuel Baptist Church. In Sunday School, Ivan is going through the 

book: The Discipline of Grace by Jerry Bridges, and Lizzy is doing a study 

on Biblical Worldview with the teen girls.   

We also covet your prayers for our little members of the Round Rock 

Bible Club—that they would truly understand the gospel and place 

their faith in Jesus Christ for salvation. 

A special opportunity came up this year. We found out that one of 

Lizzy’s friends works at a juvenile jail. She got Ivan an appointment with 

the director, which went well, resulting in an opportunity to be able to 

make visits to the center and share the gospel to the boys and young 

men detained there. We appreciate your prayers for this opportunity.  

We can’t thank you enough for all your prayers and support for us 

during these past months. May the Lord richly bless you in return.  

In Christ, 

Ivan and Lizzy 

Diana sharing her testimony 

Lizzy with Ibérica 

IPES Bible College Opening Service 

Ivan teaching one of his classes 

Juvenile Jail 


